I79I-J                        GOUVERNEUR  MORRIS.
Dine [February i3th] with M. de Lafayette, and speak to him about the enormous duty on tobacco brought in American vessels. He wishes me to give him a note about it. I tell him that I do not choose to meddle with matters out of my line. He says that Mirabeau has promised him to speak about it, and he expects that both the tobacco and the oil will be taken up by the Diplomatic Committee. I ask him whether it would not answer for the King to suspend that decree, and give his reasons. He says that he would rather the Americans should be obliged to the nation than to the prince. I tell him that I learn from some persons well informed that if he had spoken the question would have been differently decided. He says that, on the contrary, it was so carried to spite him, and that the aristocrats in particular opposed it merely on that ground. Madame de Segur, whom I meet, confirms to me that the aristocrats lost the tobacco question. I think an additional reason for their vote is a hatred to America for having been the cause of the Revolution. M. de Mont-morin assures me that he is doing everything in his power relating to the tobacco decrees, and I ask him if I shall write him a Jetter on the subject. He expresses a strong wish that I would, and pressed me earnestly to do so the next day, as he was then to meet the Diplomatic Committee."
Morris was extremely anxious to keep himself out of sight, " not wishing to be quoted in any of the deliberations of the committee," and therefore, he says, speaking of the note afterwards in a letter to Mr. Jefferson, " I stated
bled the people, and they had prisons and galleys ready to punish them. Adam Smith, in his Wealth of Nations, suggested " that by subjecting all those taxes to an administration under the immediate inspection and direction of government, the exorbitant profits of the farmers-general might be added to the revenue." " The most dreadful laws," he said, *'exist in a country where the revenue is farmed,"ns.   The history of the farmers-general was the martyrizing of                                     ; the tax-payers; for the tax-gatherers France was a conquered country.    They                                         >js me better, a fi ne turtle.                            |
